
 
 
 
Semperoper Dresden: New Production of »Norma« opens the 2021/22 Premiere Season  
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PRESS RELEASE  
 
Peter Konwitschny’s new production of Bellini’s »Norma« launches the premiere season at 
the Semperoper – Yolanda Auyanet makes her house debut in the title role   
 
Dresden, 21 September 2021: Two new productions by (opera) director Peter Konwitschny will 
open and close the marathon run of 15 new productions for 2021/22 at the Semperoper Dres-
den. The season opens on Saturday, 2 October 2021, with »Norma«, probably the most famous 
opera by the Italian composer Vincenzo Bellini. This staging of the melodrama, which premi-
ered in Milan in 1831, is the first in Dresden for 110 years. 
 
In his Dresden »Norma«, the equally celebrated and controversial director Peter Konwitschny 
will apply his renowned sensitivity and analytical penetration to uncover the socio-political con-
flict that is the driving force of this piece. The suffering of the wife and mother, bound by reli-
gious obligations and whose love breaks with convention, shatters the prevailing norms of soci-
ety. Stage designer Johannes Leiacker has brilliantly created spaces which perfectly match Kon-
witschny’s ideas and the musical momentum of the opera.  
 
The premiere on 2 October 2021 will also see the Semperoper debut of Spanish soprano 
Yolanda Auyanet. Her interpretation of the title role and the famous aria »Casta Diva« has al-
ready thrilled audiences around the world, most recently in March 2021 at the Teatro Real de 
Madrid. Auyanet will be joined by Dresden ensemble members Stepanka Pucalkova, Roxana In-
contrera, Alexandros Stavrakakis and Jürgen Müller along with guest artist Dmytro Popov in the 
role of Pollione. The Staatskapelle Dresden will be conducted by Gaetano d’Espinosa. 
 
For the new Dresden production of »Norma«, a »premiere teaser«, namely an excerpt from an 
orchestral or cast rehearsal, will be performed on 25 September 2021 in the upstairs foyer of the 
Semperoper. Discussions with members of the directing team will provide interesting insights 
into the work, the music and the interpretation. In addition, introductions to the opera are of-
fered in the opera cellar 45 minutes before each performance. 
 
»Norma«  
Melodrama in two acts by Vincenzo Bellini  
Staged by Peter Konwitschny  
 
Premiere at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 2 October 2021, in the Semperoper Dresden  
Further performances on 5, 10, 17, 23 and 31 October 2021 
 



 
 
With Yolanda Auyanet, Roxana Incontrera, Stepanka Pucalkova, Jürgen Müller, Dmytro Popov 
and Alexandros Stavrakakis. The Staatskapelle Dresden will perform under the baton of Gaetano 
d’Espinosa. 
 
Kindly supported by the Semperoper Foundation 
 
Premiere teaser »Norma« 
At 11 a.m. on Saturday, 25 September 2021, in the upstairs foyer of the Semperoper  
 
Tickets can be purchased at the Schinkelwache on Theaterplatz (T +49 (0)351 4911 705) or 
online. For more details, check out semperoper.de 
 
Unfortunately, only a limited number of review tickets are available. Accompanying tickets can 
be purchased at full price.  
Please address your ticket request (indicating the editorial assignment) as well as all press en-
quiries and interview requests to presse@semperoper.de. 
 
You can download this press text in PDF format as well as press photos from  
semperoper.de/press 
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